May 18, 2023

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry Forestry

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Minority Leader McConnell:

We write to express our strong support for the Senate Committee on Agriculture’s unanimously
bipartisan vote to confirm the nomination of Under Secretary of Rural Development Xochitl
Torres Small to serve as Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and

urge the Senate to swiftly call a vote for the position.

This confirmation will be a well-deserved reflection of Under Secretary Torres Small’s
commitment to rural Americans, not only through her administration of USDA’s Rural
Development mission, but through her work to improve economic outcomes by addressing

challenges within the agricultural supply chain and the country’s infrastructure.

Torres Small’s service to New Mexico’s Second Congressional district as a Member of Congress
serving on the House Agriculture Committee, her time as Under Secretary, and her deep personal
connection to agriculture as the granddaughter of farmworkers, underscore her vital work for the
rural communities and agricultural and conservation stakeholders continuing to navigate the

challenges of America today.



We believe the American people will be best served by Under Secretary Torres Small in the role
of Deputy Secretary of the USDA and call on the Senate’s swift completion of the confirmation

process.

Sincerely,
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National Association of Counties (NACO)
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