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Still small, but ACRE participation continues to climb
By Sara Wyant

© Copyright Agri-Pulse Communications, Inc.

With the August 14™ deadline rapidly approaching, more and more producers are taking
another look at their crops and commodity prices and deciding that the new Average
Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) is for them. As of Monday, August 3, almost
8,500 producers had signed up for the program, as the chart below indicates. Illinois
producers were leading the “pack,” followed by Iowa, Nebraska and Oklahoma.

However, as of August 5, another 3,000 had completed their contracts, bringing that total
to almost 11,500, according to Farm Service Agency Sources. In total, almost 22,000
contracts have been initiated.

While those numbers are growing steadily, the majority of the 1.8 million producers
eligible for signup are still sticking with the traditional Direct and Counter-Cyclical
Program (DCP). About 1.4 million are enrolled in the DCP.

As we’ve noted in previous editions of Agri-Pulse, several corn grower associations and
university Extension staff experts have posted helpful ACRE tools on their web sites.
FSA has also launched an ACRE webpage, with educational information, including an
electronic program payment calculator, located at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp .

Here are the state-by-state signup details as of August 3, 2009.

State DCP DCP ACRE Total
Approved Approved Approved %

2008 2009 2009 Complete
ALABAMA 26811 18048 4 67.33%
ALASKA 37 34 0 91.89%
ARIZONA 1693 1263 0 74.60%
ARKANSAS 26422 19480 0 73.73%
CALIFORNIA 11746 8817 0 75.06%
COLORADO 16915 14565 3 86.12%
CONNECTICUT 1160 396 0 34.14%
DELAWARE 4075 2394 42 59.78%
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