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May 27, 2014 

The Honorable (Senate and House Members of Committees on Agriculture Appropriations) 

 

 

Dear Agriculture Appropriations Conference Committee: 

Thank you for passing the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010 that is helping school nutrition 

programs be part of a strong response to the nation's obesity epidemic. Most schools are 

having success implementing the HHFKA. However some schools report difficulty meeting the 

requirements and are requesting waivers. 

 

We the undersigned past presidents of the School Nutrition Association, understand that major 

change takes time and a commitment to the goal that prompted the change. We believe most 

communities and schools want school nutrition programs that help children learn to enjoy 

healthy foods. We are confident that the broad public support for HHFKA and USDA's 

demonstrated willingness to work with school leaders to solve implementation issues will prevail 

and create stronger school nutrition programs. 

 

We urge you to reject calls for waivers, maintain strong standards in all schools, and direct 
USDA to continue working with school leaders and state directors to find ways, including 
technical assistance, that will ensure all schools can meet the HHFKA standards. Specific 
concerns regarding whole grains and sodium can be addressed as technical corrections. 
We must not reverse the progress that was sought by school leaders and is well on its way to 
success in most schools. Should you need additional information please contact Jane Wynn at  
954-545-4873(h) or 954-830-0777(c) or Shirley Watkins at 301-520-8558 (c). 

 

Sincerely, 

Shirley Watkins, former USDA Under Secretary FNCS 
Katie Wilson, PhD, Executive Director National Food Service Management Institute 
Josephine Martin, PhD, former Executive Director National Food Service Management Institute  
Dorothy Caldwell, former USDA Deputy Administrator of FNS 
Mary Nix former Cobb County, GA School Nutrition Director 
Jane Wynn, former Broward County, FL School Nutrition Director  
Anne Gennings, former New Hartford, NY School Nutrition Director 
Mary Hill, Director of School Nutrition, Jackson, MS 
Dora Rivas, Executive Director Food & Child Nutrition Services Dallas ISD, TX 
Helen Phillips, Senior Director School Nutrition Norfolk, VA 
Elizabeth McPherson, Former Food Service Director Caswell, NC 
Phyllis Griffith, Former Child Nutrition Services Director Columbus, OH 
Nancy Rice, State Director GA Child Nutrition Programs 
Gene White, President Global Child Nutrition Foundation 
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Marcia Smith, PhD, former Food Service Director, Polk County, FL 
Gaye Lynn MacDonald, Consultant & Former Food Service Director Bellingham, WA 
Penny McConnell, Director of Food Service Fairfax County, VA 
Beverly Lowe, Consultant, Former Food Service Director Hampton, VA  
Thelma Becker, Retired Former Food Service Director PA 
 
 
Cc:  Honorable Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
        Honorable FNCS Under Secretary Kevin Concannon 
        Dr. Janey Thornton, USDA FNCS Deputy Under Secretary 
 


