Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205104105

March 13, 2024

The Honorable Katherine Tai The Honorable Tom Vilsack
U.S. Trade Representative Secretary

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative U.S. Department of Agriculture
600 17th Street NW 1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20508 Washington, DC 20250

Dear Ambassador Tai and Secretary Vilsack:

We write to express deep concern with the continued erosion of critical markets for U.S.
agricultural exports. For decades, the United States steadily increased market access for U.S.
food and agricultural products. We accomplished this feat through negotiations of actual free
trade agreements, removal of technical barriers to trade, and holding our trading partners
accountable to their commitments, all of which have helped strengthen the agriculture economy
at home and developed important strategic relationships abroad. Yet, in the last fiscal year (FY)
alone, U.S. agricultural exports declined by more than $17 billion, and recent forecasts show a
further decline by more than $8 billion in FY 2024. As a result, the U.S. agricultural trade deficit
is projected to reach a record $30.5 billion in FY 2024. This decline is unsustainable, and we
urge the Biden administration to immediately take action to improve the competitiveness of U.S.
agricultural products abroad and reverse this trend.

We expect trade to fluctuate in response to macroeconomic factors and market conditions.
However, the current sharp decline in U.S. agricultural exports is directly attributable to and
exacerbated by an unambitious U.S. trade strategy that is failing to meaningfully expand market
access or reduce tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade. While the Biden administration
continually refuses to pursue traditional free trade agreements, China, Canada, the European
Union, the United Kingdom, and others continue to ink trade pacts that diminish American
export opportunities and global economic influence.

International trade is critical to the continued success of U.S. agriculture. For the 2023
marketing year, nearly 70 million acres of major crops like corn, soybeans, and wheat were
planted to meet the demands of our foreign customers. Additionally, more than 95 percent of
U.S. cotton produced, nearly 80 percent of almonds produced, and more than 70 percent of
nonfat milk powder produced were destined for the export market in 2023. And in a typical
year, half of U.S.-produced rice and 20 percent of U.S.-produced potatoes are exported.
Diminishing access to foreign agricultural markets for U.S. industries creates significant
economic headwinds and jeopardizes the livelihoods of more than one million American
workers, farmers, and ranchers, as well as millions more U.S. jobs throughout the export supply
chain.



With our concerns in mind, please respond to the following questions within 14 days of your
receipt of this letter.

e What specific actions does the Biden administration plan to take to increase U.S.
agricultural exports in 2024?

e Does the Biden administration intend to pursue new or improved free trade agreements
with any countries to obtain new market access for agricultural products in 2024?

We further ask the Biden administration to take steps to analyze and consider the relationship
between U.S. competitiveness and market share in foreign agricultural markets with negotiated
tariffs, tariff rate quotas, and other market access provisions.

A continued decline in U.S. agricultural exports is avoidable and unacceptable. The Biden
administration must take immediate action to ensure this does not become a long-term trend.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
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John Thune John Boozman

United States Senator United States Senator
Mike Crapo Charles E. Grassleyz
United States Senator United States Senator
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Tim Scott Jerry Moran

United States Senator United States Senator
Thom Tillis Kevin Cramer

United States Senator United States Senator



Deb Fischer
United States Senator

James E. Risch
United States Senator
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Ted Budd
United States Senator
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Ror Johnson
United States Senator

Joni K. Ernst
United States Senator
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James Lankford
United States Senator

M. MfZael Rounds
United States Senator
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Roger Marshall, M.D.
United States Senator
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Marsha Blackburn
United States Senator
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Steve Daines
United States Senator
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Pete Ricketts
United States Senator
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Tommy Tuberville
United States Senator

John Hoeven
United States Senator

Todd Young
United States Senator



