
Secretary Sonny Perdue 
United States Department of Agriculture 
 
 
 
Secretary Perdue, 
 
As President of Dairy Management, Inc, (DMI), the domestic dairy checkoff organization representing 
America’s 35,000+ dairy farm families, I am writing you to urgently demonstrate the essential role we 
play today for dairy farm families. With unprecedented impact on virtually every aspect of the sector—
from farm inputs and production and workforce challenges on-farm to disruption in transportation, 
processing, warehousing and marketplace access, DMI and its network of 16 state & regional units, have 
quickly responded to the still deepening business and cultural shifts occurring as a result of the global 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
While maintaining our mission of building sales and trust on behalf of U.S. dairy farmers and dairy 
importers, DMI reset priorities for the next two months—all aimed at moving dairy to market to serve 
those in greatest need. Our focus includes: 
 
x Ensuring Access to School Meals—by working through GENYOUth, local promotion groups, 

technology companies, USDA and food companies like Domino’s, YUM! Brands and others, to ensure 
that school children continue to receive school meals. This is critical not only for the health of our 
children but to also maintain the 7% of fluid milk that flows through the K-12 school channel.  

o The launch of a COVID-19 Emergency School Nutrition fundraising campaign by GENYOUth, 
a foundation founded by America’s dairy farmers and the National Football League, called 
Raise a Hand For Schools’ Sake, which accrued more than $3 million in corporate and 
individual donations in less than five days. Already more than 5,000 applications have been 
submitted by school districts across the U.S. requesting up to $3,000 grants for equipment, 
packaging and other supplies as school foodservice professionals work tirelessly to feed at-
risk children through summer feeding and other alternate sites. GENYOUth continues its 
effort to raise an additional $12M to satisfy grant requests. 

x Helping Food Banks Meet Growing Need—by working with dairy cooperatives and companies, quick 
serve and foodservice partners and Feeding America to broaden access to dairy foods for the 
growing number of people facing food insecurity.  

o The checkoff is convening cooperative leaders eager to find homes for excess supply with 
local processors and food banks. This effort is already diverting more than 100,000 gallons 
of milk per week in Texas, New Mexico, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, New York and New England 
into the hunger system with more to come. 

x Convening Our Partners Across the Supply Chain—by working with domestic and international 
partners to realign the supply of dairy products to those in need while also working through U.S. 
Dairy Export Council to assure that dairy products continue or resume flowing into the critical export 
market.  

o After more than 10 years of partnership with dairy farmers, Domino’s is working with 
GENYOUth and local organizations to pilot a grab and go meal program at 31 Miami-Dade Co 
Public School sites, one day a week for five weeks (approximately 23,000 meals) and is 
looking for additional opportunities through other franchisees in Michigan and locations 
across the country. Other checkoff partners are stepping up to work with dairy farmers to 
do the same. 



The dairy checkoff has earned the knowledge, credibility and relationships to work across the chain to 
accomplish—on farmers’ behalf—what no other company or sector can do alone. The dairy checkoff is 
urgently executing these strategies across the U.S. to help dairy farmers in this time of crisis—more 
important now than ever in its history.  We are happy to share results with you as they happen in the 
coming days and weeks.  
 
Please contact me directly with any questions.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Siff O’Brien 
Dairy Management Inc. | President   
Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy | President 
847-627-3303 (O) | 847-774-1744 (C) 
Email address: barbara.obrien@dairy.org  
UndeniablyDairy.org 
 
 


